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More often than you realise bomb disposal 
experts risk their lives to prevent explosions 
that could endanger the lives of the general 
public across the UK and beyond. 

Every day they deal with highly pressured 
situations. This continued exposure to 
intense stress can have lasting effects, both 
physically and mentally. Felix Fund is here to 
help this unique group of men and women. 

We can only do this through your support so 
help us make bonfire night go with a bang 
and raise money towards the work of Felix 
Fund. Why not: 

• Make a Felix guy. 
• Have a few sparklers or fireworks in 

your garden. 
• Invite friends and family over for 

bonfire food and charge them. 
• Get your local firework display to 

choose Felix Fund as a benefiting 
charity. 

• Have a collection tin. 
• Sell Felix merchandise. 

Remember to always follow the Firework 
Code! 

Fundraising packs are available from Felix 
Fund email: enquiries@felixfund.org.uk or 
call 07713 752901. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Exercise Rolling Felix 
 

 

Eight members of the Rolling Felix team took 
part in a non-stop cycle ride from one end of 
the country to the other in July to raise funds 
for Felix Fund. 
 
Col Matthews, Assistant Director, Defence 
EOD & Search, set a challenge to cycle non-
stop the 662 miles from John O’Groats to 
Land’s End over a period of three days in 
order to raise £1000. 
 
The team faced the great British summer, 
with strong winds and rain from the start 
and during the second and third legs, but 
by the end the weather had improved, so the 
final ride to Lands End was a slightly more 
pleasant experience. 
 
Despite the weather, and aside from a few 
navigational deviations (some forced and 
some in error), the team completing 200 
miles in each 12-hour leg, achieving an 
average speed of over 16mph. There was not 
much time between legs, and there was 
some overnight cycling!   A much appreciated 
total of £2500 was raised.  
 
Congratulations to all who took part and 
thank you to those who sponsored the 
cyclists. 
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Pounding the Streets 

 

For the first time Felix Fund entered a team 
into the London 10K Run on Sunday 12 July. 
Following injuries and car break downs we 
finally fielded a team of 13 on the day, 
including two stars of the BBC3 comedy 
Bluestone 42; Katie Lyons and Scott Hoatson 
aka Bird and Rocket. 

A blustery day saw around 20,000 runners 
take to the streets of central London creating 
an amazing atmosphere. 

We treated the runners and their supporters 
to a picnic in St James’s Park after their 
efforts, which seemed to go down very well. 

The Felix team have raised over £4,000 so 
thank you to everyone who took part. 

We have another 18 places for next year’s 
run should anyone be interested and I might 
even run myself!!!! 

Make Your Donations go Further 

Did you know increases a charitable 
donation by 25p for every £1? This can add up to 
£1,000’s over the year for Felix Fund. 

If you are a UK taxpayer we can claim Gift Aid on 
your donations. The Government does require a 
clear paper trail for this so we have official forms 
and envelopes which must be completed. 

Each year there are a large number of forms 
which cannot be used because they have been 
filled in incorrectly or are illegible. 

Help Felix Fund claim more in Gift Aid and make 
your donation go further. 

For forms or more information 
email enquiries@felixfund.org.uk. 

 
Spartan Team Challenge Update 

 
The Spartan Team are still going strong 
having already completed three Spartan 
races so far and with two more to go. They 
have also decided to organise the first Felix 
Festival. 

 
Book now for the first Felix Festival, from 
2pm on Saturday 3 October to 4pm on 
Sunday 4 October outside Silchester, 
Hampshire. 

Tickets are £25 each and include camping for 
those who want it. The entertainment 
consists of live music, screening of the Rugby 
World Cup including the England v Australia 
match, a disco, cash bar, and hot food (bacon 
sarnies!). Over 18s only. 

More information can be found 
at http://www.felixfund.org.uk/event/felix-
festival-2015-camping-live-music-and-rugby-
word-cup-screening/ 
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Exercise Dragon Diver 
Reported by LCpl Fisher, LCpl Phillips and LCpl 
Kinninmonth 

Back in April 11 personnel, from Yankee 
Troop at Ammunition Technical Support 
Group were deployed on EX. DRAGON DIVER 
in Malta. Of the eleven, nine participated in 
the PADI Open Water qualification, one took 
the PADI Rescue Diver qualification and 
another completed their PADI Dive Master 
course. These qualifications were to be 
achieved in a set time frame of one week.  

At the start of each course all individuals had 
to complete classroom based lessons and 
pass exams in order to gain background 
knowledge on the theory behind becoming a 
qualified diver. The open water course 
started with confined dives in a swimming 
pool where the basics were taught in order to 
progress to the next stage; diving in open 
water. Concurrently two other personnel 
completed scenarios and advanced skills to 
educate them on search and rescue and how 
to manage individuals at a dive site. 

 

During the week we completed various types 
of dives including; reef, wreck, cavern and a 
deep dive for the two personnel completing 
the more advanced courses. The mutual 
favourite types of dive were the wrecks. 
These were the HMS Maori, at a depth of 14 
metres and the P29 German Minesweeper at 
35 metres. This allowed the group to see a 
varying array of habitats and aquatic life, 

ranging from octopi and even a shoal of 
barracuda. 

Without the support and funding from the 
Felix Fund this trip of a lifetime would not 
have been offered to ourselves and we would 
not have attained nine PADI Open Water, 
one PADI Rescue Diver and one PADI Dive 
Master qualifications. The group would like 
to extend their gratitude to the charity. 

 
 

SO15’s 50th Anniversary will be 
marked with a Charity Dinner for Felix 

Fund 
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Exercise DEMS Serpent 
Reported by SSgt Clarke 

 
Felix Fund had been approached to part fund 
a team bonding week for DEMS Training 
Regiment who had not been away as a unit 
for over 2 years. The aim of the week was to 
forge closer links within the group and de-
stress. 

So on the 8 June 6 members of DEMS 
Training Regiment departed Bicester to 
attend a week long adventurous training 
package in Newquay.   

After loading up we headed off on the 4 ½ 
hour trip to RAF St Mawgan.  We finally 
arrived in sunny Newquay, and with 
accommodation and stores sorted, it was on 
to town for a RECCE, and a quiz in a local pub.  
Six of DEMS smartest and brightest members 
took part, and finished 9th out 10 teams, 
Mastermind, it was not! 

Tuesday saw us to get stuck into the first 
activity, which was Coasteering, from Fistral 
Beach.  For those that don’t know, 
Coasteering is like a cross between rock 
climbing without a harness and bungee 
jumping without a bungee. We had a few 
refusals on the 33ft jump which was the 
culmination of the day, I won’t name and 
shame….( Search Sqn!). Wednesday was 
spent on the beach with a kite and buggy.  
This sounds like an easy day but trying to 
control a power kite 3m wide and a metal 

buggy with no breaks, at the same time, 
made for some great entertainment and 
fantastic pictures of Pte Stanway being 
dragged down the beach on his front after 
tipping the cart. Thursday was spent 
Mountain biking in 2 locations, Cardinham 
woods and Lanhydrock. We started at the 
Skills Park where we all honed our senses and 
the skills needed for the trails that we were 
about to conquer, what we weren’t 
expecting was Cpl Clynes to fall off his bike 
on the first trail and totally rip off his shorts, 
to the point that he cycled the remainder of 
the day in his boxers.   Finally having had a 
thoroughly good week we travelled back to 
Bicester to reload and get set to go again for 
week 2. The 2nd week, a replica of the first 
was equally challenging and definitely took a 
number of people out of their comfort zones, 
whilst experiencing new pursuits. 

Thanks go to Felix Fund, as well as the 
Regimental COPF, who contributed towards 
the costs that enabled the trip to go ahead.  

 

EOD Archive 
Does anyone have any EOD related photos 
from 1945 – onwards? 

An archive is being put together by the North 
Devon Veterans Association. 

If you can help please contact Nobby Clarke 
at tankiefelix@btinternet.com. 

All originals will be returned. 

 

 

Felix Shop  
Get your Christmas presents sorted (including 
cards) by checking out the merchandise at 
the Felix shop  

http://www.shop.felixfund.org.uk/ 

We now have hoodies and cycling shirts and 
there are mugs coming soon…. 
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A Round or 2 
Round 1 - Memorial Golf Day 

Around 14 teams teed off for a Golf Day at 
Nottinghamshire Golf Club on 15 July 2015 in 
memory of Capt Daniel Shepherd. 

The day was organised by his brother, Paul to 
raise money for Felix Fund.  

Teams entered from many locations including 
2 from 11 EOD Regt RLC. The winners were 
FHP Property Consultants. 

A massive thank you to everyone involved 
and in particular to Paul and his family for 
their support. The day raised over £3,000 for 
Felix Fund. 

There is already talk of a repeat event next 
year so watch out for details. 

Round 2 - Heroes Golf Day 

24 teams took part in the annual Heroes Golf 
Day on 19 June 2015 at Cleeve Hill Golf 
Course, Cheltenham raising money for Felix 
Fund and Help for Heroes. 

The glorious weather added to the 
enjoyment of the day as teams competed for 
first place. 

Stewart McGeogh brought his team along 
from Huntingdon and scooped first prize of 
Footjoy golf shoes. 

A team from 721 Squadron at Ashchurch also 
took part and brought along the added extra 
of a bomb disposal display and kit. 

The day was once again sponsored by 
Barclays Bank branch manager, Chris 
Campbell and raised £1,200 for each charity 
with an additional donation being made to 
Scotties Little Soldiers. 

A provisional date has already been set for 
next year of 17 June 2016 so watch out for 
more information. Thank you to everyone 
who took part. 

 

 
Charity Row Update 

The charity row held back in June has now 
raised a fantastic £7,300. A massive thank 
you to Robin Hope and his team. 

 

 
Help from Felix 

 

 
 

As a charity Felix Fund helps in a wide variety 
of ways. Earlier this year we helped fund a 
wheelchair for a soldier’s wife suffering from 
MS. As a mother of three young children she 
needed a means to get around under her 
own steam. Now they can go out as a family 
and she has more independence. 



Page 6 
www.felixfund.org.uk 

An EOD Memorial for the National Arboretum 

  

Message below from Col Adam McRae 

Dear fellow ATOs and ATs 

I thought you may like an update on the planned EOD memorial at the National Memorial Arboretum 
(NMA).   

Due to generous donations and promises of funding from HQ RLC, The Army Central fund, The Felix Fund, 
The Worshipful Company of Carman and several private individuals including serving and retired officers 
and families of our fallen We have so far raised £47,500 from the target of £50,000 to build and provide a 
long term maintenance plan for the memorial.  All funds are being kindly held by the Felix Fund in an 
auditable manner to ensure financial regularity.  So we are almost there!  The Felix Fund have also taken on 
the long term responsibility for the memorial and have set aside funds for ongoing costs. 

The memorial has undergone several changes during discussions with the Trustees from the NMA.  A final 
application is being submitted in the next few weeks.  Attached is a mature superimposed artists impression 
of the proposed memorial, it may still change slightly after further discussions, but it should not change too 
much. 

If you would like to donate or know of any organisations that may wish donate the last £2500, either in total 
or in part, so we can make the £50,000 target please get in touch with me on adamsumc@hotmail.com 
or  adam.mcrae241@mod.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(An artist’s impression of the 
memorial) 
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Time to Remember 
 

 

 
• SSgt Joseph A Culkin who died on 23 September 1956 in Cyprus 
• SSgt Ronald Kirby who died on 31 July 1958 in Cyprus 
• Sgt Colin C Workman who died on 28 August 1967 in Hong Kong 
• Capt David A Stewardson who died on 9 September 1971 in Northern Ireland 
• Capt John H Young who died on 15 July 1972 in Northern Ireland 
• WO2 William J Clarke who died on 3 August 1972 in Northern Ireland 
• SSgt Ronald F Beckett who died on 30 August 1973 in Northern Ireland 
• Capt Ronald Wilkinson who died on 23 September 1973 in Great Britain 
• Cpl Geoffrey Hall who died on 20 September 1974 in Northern Ireland 
• WO2 Edward Garside who died on 17 July 1975 in Northern Ireland 
• Cpl Calvert Brown who died on 17 July 1975 in Northern Ireland 
• Sig Paul J Reece who died on 2 August 1979 in Northern Ireland 
• Gnr Richard A J Furminger who died on 2 August 1979 in Northern Ireland 
• WO2 John R Howard who died on 8 July 1988 in Northern Ireland 
• Sgt David K Barker who died on 17 July 1989 in Great Britain 
• LCpl K T Robinson who died on 17 July 1989 in Great Britain 
• Pte David B Carson who died on 17 July 1989 in Great Britain 
• WO2 Gary O’Donnell GM* who died on 10 September 2008 in Afghanistan 
• Capt Daniel Shepherd GM who died on 20 July 2009 in Afghanistan 
• SSgt Brett G Linley GM who died on 17 July 2010 in Afghanistan  

 

Gone but never forgotten. 

As always in each newsletter we commemorate and sustain 
the memories of the sacrifices made by EOD personnel who 
have lost their lives in the line of duty. 

This time we remember: 

 

 


