
FELIX FUND NEWS – 
AUTUMN 2017 
Supporting bomb disposal and search personnel and their families from all British Army Regiments, 
Royal Navy Clearance Divers, Royal Air Force and the UK Counter Terrorism Command. 

FELIX FESTIVAL II 

Following the success of the Felix Festival back in 2015 it was 
back bigger and better in September 2017.  

An amazing night was had by all; great entertainment from the 
live bands and DJ set, good food and a bar where you did not 
have to wait very long to get served a very reasonably priced 
drink! What more could we ask for? 

About 800 people attended raising an amazing £19K for Felix 
Fund. The organising team are absolute stars and we can’t 
thank them enough.  

If you weren’t there I am afraid you missed a great night! But it 
might happen again…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

£19K towards helping the wider EOD & Search community. 

TOUR DE TROOPS 
An epic ride: 9 riders, 1600km 
over 2 weeks raising almost 
£4,000 for Felix Fund. A 
massive thank you to the 
riders, their supporters both at 
home and on the road and 
Kirintec for their sponsorship 
and continued support. 

 

 

 

 



EXERCISE MALTESE DRAGON DIVER` 

12 fresh faced novice divers left Ammunition Technical Support Group (ATSG), DM Kineton on the 
18th May. Despite a very early start and an incredibly uncomfortable flight provided by Ryan Air, we 
arrived in St Paul’s Bay, Malta, to glorious weather. 
 
All participants, having not dived before, took part in the British Sub Aqua Club (BSAC) Ocean Diver 
Course. This consisted of completing a series of theory lessons, pool sessions and 5 ocean dives. 
Even with theory lessons telling us how the human body really is not designed for diving and there 
being so many ways it could end badly, all were very eager to get in to the water. One highlight of the 
week was the underwater version of Steps ‘Tragedy’ as the Nitrox started taking effect on one diver 
on the last dive.  
 
It was a brilliant course and we all passed as new Ocean Divers. I believe it has also created some 
budding divers who can’t wait to gain their next qualification, although once they experience the cold 
waters of the UK that may change.  
 
The trip enabled the group to bond in a totally different environment and went a long way to helping 
reduce work related stress. All participants did not want the adventure training to finish, with some 
trying to get on another expedition as soon as they got back to camp!  
 

 
 

BACK ON THE PITCH 

 
  

 

 

 

Earlier this summer Felix Fund was thrilled to help with 
funding towards a football wheelchair for the son of a 
former Sapper.  

The family had moved and he could no longer play with 
his new local team as there was no spare chair for him 
to use. Felix Fund was one of the organisations that 
provided funding for a bespoke chair to enable him to 
join his new team mates. Now he is back playing the 
sport he loves. 

 

 



VETERANS GATEWAY  

Felix Fund is proud to be part of the new Veterans’ Gateway 
service, which promises to be the first point of contact for 
veterans and their families seeking support. 

Independent research commissioned by Veterans’ Gateway 
shows the military charity sector currently leaves two thirds (64 
per cent) of veterans ‘confused’, while one fifth (20 per cent) of 
veterans having been referred to between three and 10 charities 
before eventually finding support. 

Veterans’ Gateway aims to make this process easier by 
assessing needs at the first point of contact and connecting 

people with the right help when they need it, wherever they are. 

The service has a network of over 30 expert partners, including Felix Fund, coming from across the 
military and non-military not for profit sector. With more partners being added, the service can help on 
a number of areas, including: 

• Housing 
• Employment 
• Finances 
• Living independently 
• Mental wellbeing 
• Physical health 
• Families and communities 

Who is part of Veterans’ Gateway? 
Veterans’ Gateway is made up of a consortium of organisations and Armed Forces charities, including 
The Royal British Legion, SSAFA – the Armed Forces charity, Poppyscotland, Combat Stress and 
service provider Connect Assist. 

Funded by The Armed Forces Covenant, this is the first time a group of this kind has come together 
formally to deliver a service to help the Armed Forces community. 

Charles Byrne, Director General of The Royal British Legion, on behalf of the Veterans’ Gateway 
consortium said: 

Every charity only exists to help, but Lord Ashcroft revealed the uncomfortable truth that a 
proliferation of providers in our sector can cause confusion about where to turn. The consortium’s 
research found that the Armed Forces community – overwhelmingly – supports the Veterans’ 
Gateway, with 83 per cent welcoming the creation of a first point of contact. Veterans’ Gateway will 
make it easier for them to get the support they need, from whoever is best able to provide it. No 
matter how complex their needs, working together we can do more.” 

 

Felix Fund is a partner charity of Veterans 
Gateway. 



Melanie Moughton, CEO of Felix Fund said: 

It is important for all military charities to work together, at the end of the day our goal is the same; 
helping those who have served our country. The Veterans Gateway will surely enable more veterans 
to seek the help they need and Felix Fund is proud to be part of this.” 

Five ways to access Veterans’ Gateway 

There are five main ways to contact Veterans’ Gateway, with advisors available 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week – many of whom are veterans themselves. 

Call the helpline around the clock on 0800 802 1212 

Visit the website veteransgateway.org.uk for a host of self-help information and partner information. 

Text them on 81212 

Live chat with an advisor online – you’ll find this on the website 

Submit a query using the online form 

Craig Slicker, 43-year-old former Lance Corporal in the Army: 

When I was told I was leaving, I was given six weeks to find a job and after being in the Army so long, 
it was a shock to the system. I didn’t know what I could do or what I wanted to do, or where I could 
turn for advice. A service like Veterans’ Gateway would have been hugely helpful because I had no 
idea how to find out what support was available to me. I will definitely use it because I’m still 
struggling financially, just getting used to being paid weekly is a challenge and trying to balance the 
bills, and I’m still looking for a job that suits my skills.” 

POUNDING THE STREETS OF EDINBURGH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Massive congratulations must go to Ian Peacock 
who back in May tackled the Edinburgh Marathon for 
Felix Fund. 

Ian had originally planned to run the Loch Ness 
Marathon in 2016 but ill health had prevented it so 
he turned his focus on the Edinburgh event. Raising 
an impressive £1,000 we send him a very big thank 
you. Rumour has it he may be doing another run 
next year. 

tel:+448008021212
http://www.veteransgateway.org.uk/


DEMS IRON MAN CHALLENGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a day the Bolton Ironman turned out to be for the team from DEMS Training Regiment. All but 
one finished, due to a bike malfunction that could not be repaired. The weather was perfect and whilst 
this is a major test of endurance they all enjoyed it!! The team have reached the £10K mark but 
continue to fundraise so anyone who thought they may have missed out you can still donate at: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/teamdems. 

FREE WILLS MONTH 

Many charitable services would not exist without money left in wills. Yet only 5% of people actually 
provide for them in this way. A legacy costs nothing now but can make the world of difference in the 
future. Making a Will not only helps your favoured causes but relieves family and friends of many of 
the legal difficulties that can be encountered without one. 

Each October a scheme is run where people can make a Will free of charge. For more information 
about this visit www.freewillsmonth.org.uk. 

MAKE YOUR DONATIONS GO FURTHER  

Each year a large number of gift aid forms cannot be used because they have been filled in 
incorrectly or are illegible.  

To help your donation go even further we do need your house number and full postcode otherwise we 
cannot make a claim. Gift Aid increases a charitable donation by 25p for every £1 which can add up 
to £1,000’s over the year for Felix Fund. 

If you are a UK taxpayer we can claim Gift Aid on your donations but please complete your form with 
care. All information will only be used for gift aid purposes. Forms can be downloaded at 
http://www.felixfund.org.uk/support-us/make-a-donation/ 

  

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/teamdems
http://www.freewillsmonth.org.uk/


MALTA MEMORIAL PLAQUE 

 

A commemorative plaque was unveiled on Wednesday 13 September in Valletta, Malta by Prime 
Minister Dr Joseph Muscat, in honour of those who served in Royal Engineers Bomb Disposal on the 
Island in World War 2.  In just two years between 1940 and 1942, a maximum of two officers and 30 
men dealt with 7300 unexploded bombs – some ten times the average across all theatres of war. 

The proposal for a plaque was submitted to the Malta Government on behalf of the project by Lord 
Faulkner, joint chair of the UK All-Parliamentary War Heritage Committee, and approved in February 
2017.  The plaque and unveiling ceremony were funded entirely through donations and sponsorship 
from families, Royal Engineers veterans’ organisations and charities, including the Felix Fund.   

Informed of the plaque project in her role as Colonel in Chief of the Royal Engineers, Her Majesty the 
Queen sent her good wishes to all those involved.  

Families of the RE Bomb Disposal Sections in World War 2 and other veterans travelled to Malta for 
the unveiling.  They were joined by former and current bomb disposal officers of Armed Forces of 
Malta who were also recognised on the plaque for their work since the war.  As well as the Prime 
Minister of Malta, the unveiling was attended by 90 guests, including the Minister of Culture and the 
British High Commissioner to the Island.  

Addressing guests at the unveiling ceremony, the Prime Minister spoke of the enormous challenge 
facing the Bomb Disposal Sections in World War 2, when 17000 tons of bombs were dropped on the 
Island.  More bombs fell on Malta in the month of April 1942 than in an entire year of the blitz on 
London.   

The location of the plaque in the Upper Barrakka Gardens, Valletta, is one of the most popular 
attractions in Malta, visited by thousands of tourists and locals every year.  The unveiling was marked 
by an eight-gun salute which echoed across Grand Harbour from the Saluting Battery located 
immediately below the plaque site.  



 

Thanking the Malta Government and donors who made the plaque possible, Project Co-ordinator 
Susan Hudson said: “In 1940, when the first bomb disposal men began their work, their courageous 
actions were repeatedly recognised as outstanding and many medals were awarded.  But 
extraordinary actions became the day to day – though each took no less exceptional courage to 
perform.  So this plaque will, I hope, stand as fitting recognition for all of those extraordinary individual 
acts of courage, to be acknowledged for generations to come.” 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

SUA TELA TONANTI 

Felix Fund was thrilled to be presented with a 
cheque for £3,862.73 from the Sua Tela Tonanti 
Freemans Lodge recently. Major John Davies 
(Retd) came along to Vauxhall Barracks to 
make the presentation and Lt Col Eamon 
Heakin was on hand to accept it on behalf of 
the charity. Many thanks to the Lodge and all its 
members for this support. 

 

 

DARE WE MENTION – CHRISTMAS?! 

 

 

 

 

 

Certain shops are already stocking Christmas 
items and so we are jumping on the 
bandwagon! Order your Felix Fund Christmas 
cards now. 

All packs will be discounted to £3.00 per pack of 
10 + P&P until the end of November, so place 
your orders quickly through our online shop 
http://www.felixfund.org.uk/shop-page/.  

As always, all proceeds will go towards helping 
those in need within the wider EOD & Search 
community. 

 
 

http://www.felixfund.org.uk/shop-page/


321 SQN’S PFA CHALLENGE 

 

321 EOD and Search Sqn’s fundraising event began on 30 Aug 17 at 0900hrs. The nature of the 
event was a 24-hour PFA Challenge. Every hour for 24 hours we would do a PFA. If anyone is 
unfamiliar with the process, it is a set number of press-ups and sit-ups in 2 minutes, followed by a 1.5 
mile run. As serving soldiers we are required to pass this assessment twice per year, so attempting 
24 in a day was going to be quite the task. 

We began on the Wednesday in the Felix and Firkin welfare facility, with 11 runners ready for a tough 
day ahead. There were many more Sqn personnel ready to cheer us on for our first PFA, and also a 
few more runners waiting in the background who had decided to do the event as part of a team. 

The first few PFAs were really enjoyable but as expected as the hours passed, the tiredness set in 
and the morale got lower. The whole process of the PFA took around 15 to 20 minutes with the Press 
Ups and Sit Ups then the run. It was crucial to get it done as quickly as possible to allow us more time 
to rest before the next hour mark, and take on food and as much fluids as possible without bloating 
ourselves up. 

I had initially set out to pass at least 10 of the PFAs as per MATT2 standard for someone under 30 
years old. Myself and another runner managed to get to the 17th before our legs gave up and the 
tiredness defeated us. The remainder of the runs were completed at a slower pace of around 12 to 13 
minutes. 

All in all, this was a great event to organise and be a part of and we have raised over £650 for Felix 
Fund. 

Certain members of the Sqn missed the event due to other commitments and I have just been 
informed we will be doing it again in December……Oh dear. 

(reported by LCpl Smith) 



TIME TO REMEMBER 

 

 
• SSgt Joseph A Culkin who died on 23 September 1956 in Cyprus 
• SSgt Ronald Kirby who died on 31 July 1958 in Cyprus 
• Sgt Colin C Workman who died on 28 August 1967 in Hong Kong 
• Capt David A Stewardson who died on 9 September 1971 in Northern Ireland 
• Capt John H Young who died on 15 July 1972 in Northern Ireland 
• WO2 William J Clarke who died on 3 August 1972 in Northern Ireland 
• SSgt Ronald F Beckett who died on 30 August 1973 in Northern Ireland 
• Capt Ronald Wilkinson who died on 23 September 1973 in Great Britain 
• Cpl Geoffrey Hall who died on 20 September 1974 in Northern Ireland 
• WO2 Edward Garside who died on 17 July 1975 in Northern Ireland 
• Cpl Calvert Brown who died on 17 July 1975 in Northern Ireland 
• Roger P Goad GC BEM who died 29 August 1975 in London 
• Sig Paul J Reece who died on 2 August 1979 in Northern Ireland 
• Gnr Richard A J Furminger who died on 2 August 1979 in Northern Ireland 
• WO2 John R Howard who died on 8 July 1988 in Northern Ireland 
• Sgt David K Barker who died on 17 July 1989 in Great Britain 
• LCpl K T Robinson who died on 17 July 1989 in Great Britain 
• Pte David B Carson who died on 17 July 1989 in Great Britain 
• Spr Barry Nicholas who died on 16 August 1994 in Bosnia 
• Lt Col Michael Watkins who died on 11 August 1998 in France 
• Cpl Peter Bradley who died on 11 September 1999 in Bosnia 
• WO2 Gary O’Donnell GM* who died on 10 September 2008 in Afghanistan 
• Capt Daniel Shepherd GM who died on 20 July 2009 in Afghanistan 
• SSgt Brett G Linley GM who died on 17 July 2010 in Afghanistan  

Gone but never forgotten. 

In each quarterly newsletter, we commemorate and 
sustain the memories of the sacrifices made by EOD 
personnel who have lost their lives in the line of duty. 

This time we remember those who died during July, 
August and September: 
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